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Start-up of the steam cracker at BASF’s Verbund site in 
Zhanjiang, China 

BASF has successfully commissioned the steam cracker at its newly built Verbund 

site in Zhanjiang in South China as scheduled. This is the first cracker in the world 

using 100 percent renewable energy to drive its main compressors (eDrives).   

As the heart of the Verbund, the steam cracker supplies important basic chemicals 

such as ethylene and propylene to multiple plants on site. It is the starting point for 

many chemical value chains: long-chain hydrocarbons such as naphtha or butane 

are cracked with the help of steam. The ethylene capacity amounts to one million 

metric tons per year.  
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“This important milestone at our Zhanjiang Verbund site significantly strengthens 

BASF’s diversified value chains in China and positions us well to support customers 

across a wide range of industries,” said Dr. Stephan Kothrade, member of the Board 

of Executive Directors of BASF SE and Chief Technology Officer. 

Moreover, following the recent successful start-up of several propylene downstream 

plants, BASF has safely brought into operations the plants for ethylene oxide and 

ethylene glycol as well as polyethylene. Zhanjiang will be BASF’s third-largest 

Verbund site worldwide after Ludwigshafen and Antwerp and will serve as a model 

for sustainable production in China and globally. For example, the site will be 

supplied with electricity that is 100 percent from renewable sources. Products from 

BASF’s Zhanjiang Verbund site will mainly supply customers in the Chinese market, 

the largest and fastest-growing chemical market in the world. 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. Our ambition: We want to be the preferred 

chemical company to enable our customers’ green transformation. We combine economic success 

with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF 

Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio comprises, as core businesses, the segments Chemicals, Materials, 

Industrial Solutions, and Nutrition & Care; our standalone businesses are bundled in the segments 

Surface Technologies and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €65.3 billion in 2024. 

BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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