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We create chemistry

News Release

BASF and Tongji University collaborate on used-pillow recycling
initiative to explore circular economy concepts

B Explores material recovery through the collection and recycling of used
pillows

B Provides Gen Z with practical exposure to recycling and circular
economy practices

Shanghai, China — October 21, 2026 — BASF and Tongji University, a top-tier
research university located in Shanghai, China, and Shanghai Yida Resource
Recycling Technology Co., Ltd., a specialized organization in the circular economy
sector, have launched a used-pillow recycling initiative to show how polyurethane
foam from used pillows can be collected and evaluated for potential recycling routes
and new applications. The project also provides younger generations with practical

exposure to material recovery processes and circular economy principles.

The initiative combines BASF's expertise in materials and recycling with Tongji
University's strengths in education and research. Through the collection and
recycling of used pillows made of Polyurethane foam, the project shows how
materials that would otherwise be discarded, can be reprocessed and given a
second life. Polyurethane materials are widely used in applications including
furniture, seating, bedding and synthetic leather. Establishing circular models for
polyurethane requires suitable material design, identified waste streams,

appropriate recycling routes and cooperation across the value chain.

“Advancing circularity requires collaboration across industry, academia and
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society,” said Silvia Mok, Vice President, Business Management Polyurethanes
Systems, Performance Materials Asia Pacific, BASF. “Together with Tongji
University, we are demonstrating the potential of material recovery, in this case
polyurethane foams, while helping students better understand the role of resource
efficiency, recycling and material circularity. Polyurethane provides important
performance properties in bedding and many other applications, but developing

circular models requires coordinated work across the material lifecycle.”

The project gives students, especially younger generation like Gen Z, opportunities
to observe and engage with practical recycling processes, linking classroom

learning with real-world sustainability challenges and solutions.

“This initiative provides students with valuable opportunities to connect sustainability
concepts with practical application. By engaging directly with material recovery and
recycling processes, students gain a deeper understanding of how innovation and
collaboration can support a more resource-efficient future,” said Professor Du
Huanzheng from the Institute of Ecological Civilization and Circular Economy at

Tongji University.

The collaboration reflects a shared commitment by BASF and Tongji University to
promote awareness and understanding of circular economy practices. By bringing
together industry expertise and student engagement, the initiative highlights the
importance of cross-sector collaboration in developing practical approaches to

resource efficiency and sustainability.

BASF’s Loop portfolio uses recycling technology to convert suitable polyurethane
waste into raw materials for new polyurethane formulations. The collaboration with
Tongji University draws on the Loop concept to help students examine polyurethane
circularity across the material lifecycle, including product design, material

composition, collection, sorting, waste-stream quality and potential recycling routes.

About BASF

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. Our ambition: We want to be the preferred
chemical company to enable our customers’ green transformation. We combine economic success
with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 95,000 employees in the BASF Group
contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world.
Our portfolio comprises, as core businesses, the segments Chemicals, Materials, Industrial

Solutions, and Nutrition & Care; our standalone businesses are bundled in the segments Surface
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Technologies and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of around €60 billion in 2025. BASF
shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts

(BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com.

About BASF’s Performance Materials division

BASF’s Performance Materials division drives the transformation of the plastics industry by uniting
sustainability with high performance. Our materials expertise, deep industry know-how, and broad
product portfolio make us the preferred partner for comprehensive solutions across the plastics
lifecycle. With dedicated material-focused teams, strong R&D power, and a global production
network close to our customers, we deliver tailored offerings that meet regional and industry-specific
needs. Our products enhance performance and efficiency in key sectors such as automotive,
construction, consumer goods, and industrial applications. Together with our partners, we embark
on #OurPlasticsJourney towards a more circular and sustainable future. In 2025, the Performance

Materials division achieved global sales of €6.4 billion.

Join #OurPlasticsJourney on LinkedIn https://on.basf.com/PM_LinkedIn

and in our newsletter https://on.basf.com/PM Newsletter.

Further information at https://www.performance-materials.basf.com.
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