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BASF closes acquisition of vegetable seeds business from Bayer 

Today, BASF closed the acquisition of Bayer’s global vegetable seeds business, 

mainly operating under the brand Nunhems®. The transaction adds a well-

recognized brand with a very successful business track record to BASF’s portfolio. 

The acquired vegetable seeds business comprises 24 crops and about 

2,600  varieties. It also includes well-established, strong R&D and breeding systems 

with over 100 unique breeding programs in more than 15 crops.  

The addition of the vegetable seeds business enhances BASF’s global offer to 

farmers. It strengthens BASF’s seed platform and complements the recently 

expanded Agricultural Solutions portfolio, which includes seeds and traits, chemical 

and biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and 

digital farming.  

This closing completes BASF’s acquisition of a significant range of businesses and 

assets with combined 2017 sales of €2.2 billion, which Bayer offered to divest in the 

context of its takeover of Monsanto. The all-cash purchase price amounts to a total 

of €7.6 billion, subject to certain adjustments at closing.  
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About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division 

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and 

maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural 

professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s 

why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and 

biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert 

teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth 

action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2017, our division 

generated sales of €5.7 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any 

of our social media channels.  

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 

Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of 

€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London 

(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 
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