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BASF launches the world’s first thermoplastic polyamide with high 
water permeability 

 Innovative Ultramid H combines the strength of polyamide with a high 
water permeability 

 Smoked sausages can be produced in an artificial casing made of pure 
polyamide for the first time 

 Product launch at the plastics trade fair in Düsseldorf in October 

With the launch of Ultramid® H33 L, BASF is introducing the world’s first 

thermoplastic polyamide with a high water permeability to the market. The unique 

combination of strength and water permeability makes Ultramid H an innovative 

material for artificial casings in which sausages can be smoked and then dried. 

Such casings have so far been made of collagen or cellulose, for instance. As the 

new polyamide can be used to produce artificial casings with significantly thinner 

walls due to its strength, it is an attractive alternative to these materials. Thanks to 

the hydrophilic properties of Ultramid H, the desired smoke aromas pass through 

the artificial casing made of pure polyamide into the sausage products during the 

smoking process. The high water permeability allows subsequent drying directly in 

the casing. 

“Ultramid H opens up new fields of application for thermoplastic polyamides that 

were previously beyond technical capabilities and is unique among thermoplastics. 

It can be processed like any other polyamide, enabling our customers to incorporate 

Ultramid H into their production processes without making any adjustments,” 
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explained Dr. Rolf Minkwitz, who is responsible for polyamide product development 

at BASF. 

With the development of this innovative material, BASF is setting new standards for 

both polyamide research and its applications and will present Ultramid H for the first 

time at the world’s largest plastics trade fair “K”, which will take place in Düsseldorf 

from October 8 to 15. Experts will be available at the BASF stand in hall 5, C21/D21 

to answer questions about the product’s properties and will discuss initial application 

experiences with the customer PODANFOL S. A. on October 9 at 3 pm. 

Further information on Ultramid H is available on the website. 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. Our ambition: We want to be the preferred 

chemical company to enable our customers’ green transformation. We combine economic success 

with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF 

Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio comprises, as core businesses, the segments Chemicals, Materials, 

Industrial Solutions, and Nutrition & Care; our standalone businesses are bundled in the segments 

Surface Technologies and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €65.3 billion in 2024. 

BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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