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News Release Johannesburg 

July 21, 2025 

Hands in Action, Hearts in Service: BASF South Africa and 

Partners Drive Lasting Community Impact on Nelson Mandela Day 

2025. 

◼ Over 50 employees at BASF South Africa volunteer their time and skills to 
uplift communities in both Johannesburg and KwaZulu-Natal. 

◼ Inclusive activities such as a blind soccer match, painting and garden 
revamp were some of the highlights of the day. 

◼ In support of this year’s theme for Nelson Mandela Day – “It is still in our 
hands to combat poverty and inequality” – BASF lived up to its mission to 
create chemistry for a sustainable future by combining economic success 
with environmental protection and social responsibility. 

In commemoration of Nelson Mandela Day 2025, an annual global celebration that 

takes place on 18 July to honour the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela, BASF South 

Africa, Corinthians Africa (a Johannesburg-based non-profit), Horizon Farm Trust (a 

Kwazulu-Natal-based non-profit), and Kansai Plascon united to deliver meaningful, 

hands-on initiatives aimed at uplifting communities in South Africa — a region where 

BASF proudly operates with two manufacturing sites.  

Through purposeful action and shared commitment to social change, BASF 

employees dedicated a full day to ensure all activities were completed successfully. 

Volunteers cleared, cultivated, and replanted community gardens, transforming 

them into sustainable food source for local communities in Johannesburg and Kwa-

Zulu Natal. Devan Govender, Managing Director of BASF’s Agricultural Specialities 

shared: “At BASF, we believe that sustainability starts at the grassroots. Supporting 

https://www.mandeladay.com/#:~:text=Mandela%20Day%202025%3A%20building%20solidarity%2C%20one%20food%20hamper%20at%20a%20time&text=Lions%20Cricket%20and%20Ashraful%20Aid,iconic%20DP%20World%20Wanderers%20Stadium.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
https://www.basf.com/southernafrica/en
https://www.corinthians.africa/
https://horizonfarmtrust.org.za/
https://plascon.co.za/
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food security through garden revamping at both Corinthians Africa and Horizon 

Farm Trust  is one way we can honour Madiba’s legacy while empowering local 

communities to thrive.” 

Additionally, three offices and a kitchen area at Corinthians Africa received a vibrant 

painting makeover, thanks to Kansai Plascon’s paint donations and the creative 

energy of volunteers. Alan Cotton, Kansai Plascon General Manager Southern 

Africa, said: “We’re proud to bring colour and care to spaces that matter. Partnering 

with BASF allows us to use our products for purpose — brightening lives and 

building community.” 

Jack Msibi, CEO of Corinthians Africa, expressed: “Working alongside BASF and 

Kansai Plascon has been a powerful reminder of what collaboration can achieve. 

Together, we’re creating spaces of dignity, safety, and pride for our youth.” As an 

NPO and a social enterprise, Corinthians Africa aims to transform the lives of 

vulnerable young people in Larochelle south of Johannesburg and surrounding 

areas. It leverages its four focus areas of sports, social entrepreneurship, education 

and community development to establish authentic and impactful relationships in its 

community. 

To wrap up the day at Corinthians Africa event, in a heartwarming display of 

inclusion and camaraderie, BASF team faced off against the community in a friendly 

blind soccer match. The event concluded with a shared meal, bringing together 

volunteers and residents to celebrate unity, resilience, and the joy of giving back. 

Sibonakaliso Shabangu, Head of Human Resources and Business Services in 

Africa and Managing Director (Interim) of BASF South Africa, shared: “The 2025 

Mandela Day collaboration between BASF, Corinthians Africa, Horizon Farm Trust 

and Kansai Plascon exemplifies the power of partnership in driving meaningful 

change. From food security to youth empowerment, each initiative was a step 

toward building a more compassionate and sustainable future, which is also our 

response to the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals 1 and 10 to help 

transform our world. Nelson Mandela Day is not just a moment — it’s a movement. 

And this year, we made every minute count.”  

https://www.corinthians.africa/
https://horizonfarmtrust.org.za/
https://horizonfarmtrust.org.za/
https://www.un.org/en/exhibits/page/sdgs-17-goals-transform-world
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About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. Our ambition: We want to be the preferred 

chemical company to enable our customers’ green transformation. We combine economic success 

with environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 112,000 employees in the BASF 

Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio comprises, as core businesses, the segments Chemicals, Materials, 

Industrial Solutions, and Nutrition & Care; our standalone businesses are bundled in the segments 

Surface Technologies and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €65.3 billion in 2024. 

BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 

About Corinthians Africa 

Corinthians Africa (NPO) is a multipurpose safe hub dedicated to social change. As an NPO and a 

social enterprise, our mission is to transform the lives of vulnerable young people in Larochelle south 

of Johannesburg and surrounding areas , and in doing so promote long-term sustainable 

development in South Africa. Corinthians NPO uses its four focus areas being Sports , Social 

entrepreneurship, education and Community development to establish authentic and impactful 

relationships in our community. 

About Horizon Farm Trust 

Horizon Farm provides a welcoming and supportive home for adults with intellectual impairments. 

Located in the serene Giba Gorge Valley in KwaZulu-Natal, Durban, we care for up to forty residents 

in a secure, nurturing, and engaging environment. Our dedicated team is highly skilled in addressing 

the unique challenges associated with both physical and mental disabilities, and our facilities are 

designed to accommodate individuals with varying levels of functionality. 

About Plascon 

Plascon is a South African paint and coatings company with over 130 years of experience, known 

for its innovative and high-quality products. It operates in various sectors, including decorative, 

industrial, and automotive coatings, and is recognized for its commitment to quality, innovation, and 

sustainability. Plascon has a strong legacy in Africa, with a focus on developing products that improve 

customers' lives and contribute to a sustainable future. 
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