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BASF hosts Earl of Caithness in state-of-the-art recycling facility 

The team at BASF Metals Recycling Ltd, Cinderford was delighted to welcome The 

Rt Hon. the Earl of Caithness to the site on 27 January 2023.  

As part of the Industry and Parliament Fellowship programme the Earl was also 

given a tour of BASF’s state-of-the-art recycling facility, a site fully dedicated to the 

recovery of precious metals from spent automotive catalytic converters.   

BASF Site Manager, Chris Turner was proud to explain the role of the plant. “It was 

a real pleasure to welcome the Earl of Caithness to Cinderford. Our operations are 

the first important step in the process of recycling precious metals such as platinum, 

palladium and rhodium. We are proud to be enabling a more circular economy for 

these precious resources contained in spent automotive catalytic converters as the 

metals recovered in this facility are then further processed and re-used to make new 

products.”  

The Earl of Caithness commented, “At a time when the recycling and minimisation 

of waste have never been more important, it was a pleasure to visit BASF’s world 

leading recycling plant which is not only setting the highest quality standards, 

demonstrating the benefits that a circular economy can bring to all but also offering 

great local employment opportunities. I am delighted such a business is located here 

in the UK.” 

BASF’s Senior Sustainability Manager, UK & Ireland, Tony Heslop joined the 

meeting, delighted to discuss metals and the circular economy.  Tony Heslop said, 
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“Society’s reliance on a take-make-dispose linear model means that we continue 

to use the Earth’s finite resources. Our Cinderford site is an example of how 

circularity can be used to capture precious materials and use them again many 

times over.”  

Editor notes: 

The Industry and Parliament Trust Fellowship programme - parliamentarians can gain insights into 

industry and are offered the opportunity to engage with business in order to get an understanding 

about the issues and challenges that are affecting organisations. 

https://www.ipt.org.uk/Fellowships/About-IPT-Fellowships  

 

BASF Metals Ltd, Cinderford https://www.basf.com/gb/en/who-we-are/Locations/Cinderford.html  

 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 111,000 employees in the BASF Group 

contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. 

Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface 

Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €78.6 billion in 

2021. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 

https://www.ipt.org.uk/Fellowships/About-IPT-Fellowships
https://www.basf.com/gb/en/who-we-are/Locations/Cinderford.html
https://www.basf.com/global/en.html
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