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BASF’s coatings solutions help NIO shape new generation of
smart electric cars in China
 BASF’s coatings used in NIO’s high performance electric SUV ES8
 BASF is sole automotive coatings supplier for NIO ES8
With its coatings solutions, BASF has helped to create an unforgettable look and
unparalleled performance for the ES8 – the high performance electric Sport Utility
Vehicle (SUV) from NIO, a multinational electric vehicle company headquartered in
China. The seven-seater electric SUV uses BASF’s coatings solutions for the
surface pre-treatment and all coatings layers. The ES8 includes BASF’s waterborne
coatings technologies, as well as Oxsilan® from BASF’s Chemetall brand, an
advanced thin-film technology for metal protection and waterborne coatings.
“Visually, the coating creates the first impression of a vehicle – it is the essence of
a vehicle’s intrinsic style. But at the same time, the coating must protect and
enhance the vehicle’s performance. Coatings for electric vehicles require unique
expertise in both of these aspects, and BASF can offer solutions to meet the
expectations for a new automotive generation. For example, the pre-treatment and
coating materials that BASF supplies to NIO are specifically customized to match
the ES8’s full aluminum body, which NIO adopted to save weight and thus to
maximize the driving range” said Nils Lessmann, Vice President and General
Manager of BASF Shanghai Coatings Co., Ltd. “As a strategic partner, we
collaborated with the NIO design team based in Germany throughout the design
and development process for the ES8, as well as during production development in
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China. Our global key account team structure enabled design support directly via
BASF’s Automotive Color Design team in Münster, Germany, followed by the
transfer of this jointly developed approach to the local team in China for localization.”
According to a recent report by Bloomberg New Energy Finance, worldwide sales
of electrified vehicles and plug-in hybrids will rise to 11 million in 2025 compared to
1.1 million in 2017. The growth will be largely driven by strong demand from China.
The market for electrified vehicles is also picking up speed, supported by the
Chinese government’s effort to combat pollution in cities and advance the
accessibility of charging infrastructure.
“With the increasing demand from automotive manufacturers for smart electrified
vehicle models with a greater driving range, we are committed to supporting the
growth of our customers and taking an active role in developing the Chinese
automotive market,” added Lessmann. “Our new, state-of-the-art automotive
coatings plant in Shanghai will also serve the increasing industry demand for
innovative and sustainable coatings solutions to meet the stringent emissions
regulations.”
The ES8 is produced at NIO’s world-class, fully automated factories in its
manufacturing site in Hefei, China. “We hope that more people will be interested in
smart electric vehicles. By presenting the most advanced products and services,
we can achieve our vision of bringing back blue skies,” said William Li, NIO Founder,
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer.
About BASF’s Coatings division
The Coatings division of BASF is a global expert in the development, production and marketing of
innovative and sustainable automotive OEM and refinish coatings, decorative paints as well as
applied surface treatments for metal, plastic and glass substrates in a wide range of industries. The
portfolio is completed by the “Innovation Beyond Paint” program which aims at developing new
markets and businesses. We create advanced performance solutions and drive performance, design
and new applications to meet our partners’ needs all over the world. BASF shares skills, knowledge
and resources of interdisciplinary and global teams for the benefit of customers by operating a
collaborative network of sites in Europe, North America, South America and Asia Pacific. In 2017,
the Coatings division achieved global sales of about €3.97 billion.
Solutions beyond your imagination – Coatings by BASF. For more information about the Coatings
division of BASF and its products, visit www.basf-coatings.com.

Page 3

P260/18e

About BASF
At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with
environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF
Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every
country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products,
Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of
€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London
(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com.

