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News Release 
 

 

BASF Crop Protection pipeline valued at €3 billion  

 New products for all crop protection indications to be 
launched by 2025  

 Investments in R&D for crop protection reached €514 million 
in 2015 

 New blockbuster fungicide in advanced development phase 

Limburgerhof, Germany – February 26, 2016 – BASF now projects its 

crop protection pipeline to achieve peak sales of €3 billion for products 

launched between 2015 and 2025. Following its strategy to bring 

comprehensive solutions to farmers, the company will launch new 

products for all crop protection indications in row and specialty crops. 

This promising pipeline is the result of continuous investments in 

research and development. In 2015 alone, BASF spent €514 million 

on R&D in the Crop Protection division. 

“We have been very successful in translating ideas and challenges 

into best-in-class products and services for growers across the globe,” 

said Markus Heldt, President of BASF’s Crop Protection division. 

“Innovation remains a crucial component of agriculture today. It is a 

dynamic market, with ever-changing needs and new challenges, and 

we are happy that we can contribute with new solutions and 

technologies,” Heldt added.  

In the fungicide area, BASF is making great progress in bringing a 

new blockbuster compound to farmers across the globe starting from 

2019 on. Already at an advanced phase of development, the new 

fungicide has demonstrated outstanding biological performance and 

is expected to become a key tool for effective disease 
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control. Extensive research on this proprietary compound shows a 

high potential for broad spectrum activity against a wide range of 

pathogens in many crops, such as corn, cereals, soy, and specialty 

crops.  

BASF is a leading provider of both novel active ingredients and new 

formulations for herbicides. A new advanced dicamba formulation is 

a leading forthcoming innovation in the herbicide field. EngeniaTM is 

designed for use in dicamba/glyphosate-tolerant cropping systems 

and is a highly efficient tool for the control of resistant weeds in row 

crops. Pending registration, EngeniaTM is anticipated to be available 

first in the Americas later this year. 

The herbicide pipeline also includes innovations in herbicide tolerance 

and weed resistance management technologies. BASF is developing 

compounds targeting novel sites of action that have shown 

outstanding control of resistant weeds, such as black grass, in a range 

of crops. These new introductions should reach markets by the 

beginning of the next decade. In addition, a new herbicide tolerant 

system for rice, Provisia™ Rice System, is targeted to enter the 

market in 2017. These new members of BASF’s herbicide family 

complement a very attractive portfolio that already offers such star 

products as Kixor® and the Clearfield® Production System to farmers 

around the globe. 

BASF’s insecticide portfolio is also expanding with two new 

compounds increasing the number of tools for insect control and 

resistance management by the end of the decade. The compounds 

show strong commercial potential and are the result of successful 

collaboration with other partners. The active ingredient broflanilide 

brings a new mode of action that has demonstrated excellent levels 

of control for chewing pests – the biggest insecticide market segment 

– for use in row and specialty crops as well as the professional pest 

management market. The other novel active ingredient, Inscalis™, is 

effective against piercing-sucking insects, providing long-lasting 

control of aphids, whiteflies, and certain leafhoppers, psyllids and 
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scales for use in specialty crops, row crops and ornamentals. Both 

products will be launched in several markets across the globe. 

 “For us, innovation goes beyond the discovery of new molecules and 

agrochemical compounds,” said Heldt. “We are investing in areas 

such as IT, formulation technologies, biological crop protection and 

new business models as well.” In 2015, Functional Crop Care, the 

business area in BASF that offers solutions for healthier plants and 

higher yields to supplement conventional crop protection, launched 

Limus® nitrogen management. Limus® is a patented product that 

helps crops maintain optimal nitrogen availability through the most 

critical growth stages of plant development, which leads to more 

consistent yields. Other solutions from the Functional Crop Care 

segment are in the market introduction phase and, in total, should 

generate more than €500 million in sales for BASF by 2020. 

“Although commodity prices have been lower and the agrochemical 

sector has slowed down, we have full confidence in the long-term 

global trends,” said Heldt. “We need a robust agriculture sector as the 

basis for our planet’s future growth. We can only support farmers’ 

success in delivering healthy and affordable food if we continue to 

invest in new sustainable solutions to increase their yields. So that is 

what we will continue to do,” concluded Heldt. 

BASF’s track record in successfully commercializing new products 

has proven to be a key growth pillar for the Crop Protection unit. 

Recently, more than 40% of the business sales were generated by 

products launched in the past five years. To further expand its market 

success with innovations, BASF Crop Protection will continue to 

invest approximately 9% of its sales in R&D. 

 

About BASF’s Crop Protection division  

With sales of more than €5.8 billion in 2015, BASF’s Crop Protection division 

provides innovative solutions for agriculture, turf and ornamental plants, pest control 

and public health. Our broad portfolio of active ingredients, seed treatments, 

biological controls, formulations and services optimizes efficient production of high 

quality food and protects against post-harvest loss, damage to buildings and the 
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transmission of disease. By delivering new technologies and know-how, BASF Crop 

Protection supports the effort of growers and pest management professionals to 

make a better life for themselves and society. Further information can be found on 

the web at www.agro.basf.com or on our social media channels. 

 

About BASF  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic 

success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 

112,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our 

customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio 

is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, Functional 

Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales 

of more than €70 billion in 2015. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges 

in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (AN). Further information at 

www.basf.com. 
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