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News Release 

Personnel changes at BASF 

On April 1, 2017, Hartwig Michels (53), President, Regional Division 

Europe, Ludwigshafen, will take over as President, Petrochemicals, 

Ludwigshafen. He succeeds Dr. Rainer Diercks (60), who will retire 

effective March 31, 2017.  

Dr. Markus Kramer (52), President, Dispersions & Pigments, BASF 

East Asia Regional Headquarters Ltd., Hong Kong, will succeed 

Michels effective April 1, 2017, as President, Regional Division 

Europe, Ludwigshafen.  

Gops Pillay (48), President, Regional Division South & East Asia, 

BASF East Asia Regional Headquarters Ltd., Hong Kong, will take 

over as President Dispersions & Pigments, Hong Kong, effective 

March 1, 2017.  

Dr. Andrea Frenzel (46), Senior Vice President, Strategic Planning, 

Ludwigshafen, will succeed Pillay effective March 1, 2017, as 

President, Regional Division South & East Asia, Hong Kong.  

Dr. Melanie Maas-Brunner (48), Senior Vice President, Performance 

Materials Europe, Ludwigshafen, will take over as President 

Nutrition & Health, Lampertheim, Germany, effective April 1, 2017. 

She succeeds Saori Dubourg (45), who the Supervisory Board of 

BASF SE today (December 15, 2016) appointed to the Board of 

Executive Directors effective May 13, 2017.  

Dirk Bremm (43), Senior Vice President, Construction Chemicals 

Americas, Beachwood/Ohio, takes over as President Coatings, 

Münster, Germany, effective April 1, 2017. The current head of the 
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division, Dr. Markus Kamieth (46), was today (December 15, 2016) 

appointed to the Board of Executive Directors effective May 13, 2017, 

by the Supervisory Board of BASF SE.  

Note to editors: 
Curricula vitae and press photos are available online here: 
www.basf.com/en/company/news-and-media/news-
releases/2016/12/p-16-402.html  
 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic 

success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 

112,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our 

customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio 

is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, Functional 

Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales 

of more than €70 billion in 2015. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges 

in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at 

www.basf.com. 
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