
BASF SE 

67056 Ludwigshafen 

Phone: +49 621 60-0 

http://www.basf.com 

Media Relations 

Phone: +49 621 60-20916 

presse.kontakt@basf.com 

 

 

News Release 

BASF invests in sustainable production for high 

performance silica adsorbents in Germany 

 Significant investment in modern production technology at 
Nienburg, Germany site 

 Strong commitment to natural gas processing and 
compressed air drying markets 

 Sets new standards in efficiency and sustainability of 
adsorbents production  

BASF, the world’s leading chemical company, today announced the 

mechanical completion of a significant investment at its adsorbents 

production site in Nienburg, Germany. Two new state-of-the-art 

dryers at the site support BASF’s long-term commitment to its 

customers and underline BASF’s corporate purpose: We create 

chemistry for a sustainable future. This investment increases annual 

output and reduces CO2 emissions from operations. 

At the Nienburg site, BASF produces a variety of silica adsorbents 

and catalyst carriers which set the performance standard for the 

industry. These include the leading brands KC Trockenperlen®, 

internationally known as Sorbead®, as well as Perlkat® and Sorbead 

Orange Chameleon®. The robust, durable and high performance 

adsorbents from BASF are used for drying air, technical gases and 

liquids. Primary areas of application are compressed air systems, 

natural gas drying, hydrocarbon dew point adjustment and the 

recovery of liquid hydrocarbons from natural gas. BASF adsorbents 

are used in many industries, including automotive, chemical, natural 

gas, steel, power plants, electrical transmission and packaging. 

“For more than 50 years, BASF has been a leading supplier of 
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adsorbents for a wide range of industries. We are delighted to further 

strengthen our long-term commitment to our customers in key 

markets like natural gas processing and compressed air drying,” said 

Detlef Ruff, Global Senior Vice President, Process Catalysts at BASF.  

Rudolf Piehl, Site Manager of the BASF adsorbents manufacturing 

site in Nienburg, added: “This investment enhances our production 

technology and enables us to continue to meet our customers’ high 

demand for quality, consistency and performance.” 

BASF’s Sorbead products are known for their high quality and high 

performance in various applications. Sorbead helps customers save 

money by reducing operational cost; it is more durable in harsh 

conditions and lasts longer than any other material on the market.  

BASF will present its adsorbents solutions for compressed air 

applications at COMVAC, the leading trade fair for compressed air 

and vacuum technology, which takes place during the Hannover 

Messe on April 24-28. Visit BASF in Hall 26, booth number E07.  

 

About BASF Catalysts 

BASF’s Catalysts division is the world’s leading supplier of environmental and 

process catalysts. The group offers exceptional expertise in the development of 

technologies that protect the air we breathe, produce the fuels that power our world 

and ensure efficient production of a wide variety of chemicals, plastics and other 

products, including advanced battery materials. By leveraging our industry-leading 

R&D platforms, passion for innovation and deep knowledge of precious and base 

metals, BASF’s Catalysts division develops unique, proprietary solutions that drive 

customer success. Further information on BASF’s Catalysts division is available on 

the Internet at www.catalysts.basf.com.  

 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic 

success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 

114,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our 

customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio 

is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, Functional 
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Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales 

of about €58 billion in 2016. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in 

Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at 

www.basf.com.   
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