
 

 

 

 

 

Joint News Release 

 

BASF and Argonne reach resolution with Umicore over NMC patents 

infringement claims 

 

ISELIN, NJ, USA, 25 April, 2017 – BASF and Argonne National Laboratory reached 

a business resolution of their pending patent disputes with Umicore. Umicore is now 

licensed to make, use, sell, offer to sell, distribute and import nickel-manganese-

cobalt (NMC) cathode material for lithium ion batteries in the United States under 

BASF’s and Argonne’s U.S. Patent Nos. 6,677,082; 6,680,143; 7,135,252; and 

7,468,223. 

BASF and Argonne are dismissing their pending action in the United States District 

Court for the District of Delaware against Umicore. The parties are filing a petition for 

rescission of the existing limited exclusion order with the International Trade 

Commission (ITC). 

 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 114,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 

Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of about 

€58 billion in 2016. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) 

and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 

About BASF’s Catalysts Division 

BASF’s Catalysts division is the world’s leading supplier of environmental and process catalysts. The 

group offers exceptional expertise in the development of technologies that protect the air we breathe, 

produce the fuels that power our world and ensure efficient production of a wide variety of chemicals, 



plastics and other products, including advanced battery materials. By leveraging our industry-leading 

R&D platforms, passion for innovation and deep knowledge of precious and base metals, BASF’s 

Catalysts division develops unique, proprietary solutions that drive customer success. Further 

information on BASF’s Catalysts division is available on the Internet at www.catalysts.basf.com  

About Argonne National Laboratory 

Argonne National Laboratory seeks solutions to pressing national problems in science and technology. 

The nation's first national laboratory, Argonne conducts leading-edge basic and applied scientific 

research in virtually every scientific discipline. Argonne researchers work closely with researchers from 

hundreds of companies, universities, and federal, state and municipal agencies to help them solve their 

specific problems, advance America's scientific leadership and prepare the nation for a better future. 

With employees from more than 60 nations, Argonne is managed by UChicago Argonne, LLC for the 

U.S. Department of Energy's Office of Science.  
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