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News Release 

BASF invests in third plant for specialty zeolites used 

for the production of mobile emissions catalysts  

 New plant in Ludwigshafen, Germany, will double BASF’s 
global specialty zeolites production capacity  

 Specialty zeolites will allow the automotive and heavy duty 
diesel industry to fulfil emissions regulations worldwide 

BASF invests in another production plant for specialty zeolites at its 

Ludwigshafen, Germany, headquarters site. These specialty zeolites 

will be used to produce state-of-the-art emissions catalysts for heavy 

duty and light duty diesel vehicles. Due to an increasingly high 

demand for these catalysts, BASF is investing in this new plant. 

Production is scheduled to begin in 2019. Another plant in 

Ludwigshafen started production in 2014. On September 20, the site 

celebrated a topping-out ceremony for the new plant. It will make 

BASF one of the largest producers of specialty zeolites worldwide. 

“Our new specialty zeolites plant is a cornerstone for our long-term 

growth strategy for our mobile emissions catalysts business,” said 

Kenneth Lane, President of BASF’s Catalysts division, the world’s 

leading supplier of environmental and process catalysts, which 

operates the new plant. “This investment will allow us to strengthen 

the reliable supply for our production of leading-edge diesel emissions 

catalysts solutions for our customers in the heavy duty diesel, but also 

the light duty diesel industry.”  

At 83 meters (272 feet) high, the new plant will become one of the 

highest buildings at the BASF site in Ludwigshafen. “This investment 

continues to take the path of strengthening and expansion at the site 

in Ludwigshafen and clearly shows the advantages of the Verbund 
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site,” said Dr. Uwe Liebelt, President European Site and Verbund 

Management. Approximately 25 new jobs will be created. 

New regulations worldwide require more sophisticated emissions 

catalysts systems and are the main driver for the rising demand. In 

addition, BASF specialty zeolites can support applications in the 

chemical, petrochemical and refining sectors. 

Zeolites are crystalline aluminosilicates that are found in different 

molecular structures in nature. Specialty zeolites are crystallized 

under elevated pressure with the help of organic auxiliary agents. 

BASF currently produces specialty zeolites in Ludwigshafen and at its 

operating site in Seneca, South Carolina (USA). In addition, the 

company is running pilot facilities in Ludwigshafen and at its research 

and development site in Beachwood, Ohio (USA).  

About BASF’s Catalysts Division 

BASF’s Catalysts division is the world’s leading supplier of environmental and 

process catalysts. The group offers exceptional expertise in the development of 

technologies that protect the air we breathe, produce the fuels that power our world 

and ensure efficient production of a wide variety of chemicals, plastics and other 

products, including advanced battery materials. By leveraging our industry-leading 

R&D platforms, passion for innovation and deep knowledge of precious and base 

metals, BASF’s Catalysts division develops unique, proprietary solutions that drive 

customer success. Further information on BASF’s Catalysts division is available on 

the Internet at http://www.catalysts.basf.com.   

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic 

success with environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 

114,000 employees in the BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our 

customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. Our portfolio 

is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, Functional 

Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales 

of about €58 billion in 2016. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in 

Frankfurt (BAS), London (BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at 

www.basf.com.  
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