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BASF launches adsorbent Sorbead® Air to meet needs of 
compressed air market  

 New adsorbent offers customers significant cost and energy savings 

 Seven- to ten-year lifespan leads to refill cost savings of up to 40 percent 

 Outperforms comparable adsorbent products for air drying 

BASF launched Sorbead® Air, its most economical and efficient adsorbent for air 

drying, specifically tailored for the compressed air market. The product offers 

customers an opportunity for significant cost and energy savings over a dryer’s 

lifetime thanks to its higher capacity and lower desorption temperatures. 

“Compressed air is a critical utility in countless production plants worldwide,” said 

Adrian Steinmetz, Vice President, Global Chemical Catalysts and Adsorbents, 

BASF. “Sorbead Air has a seven- to ten-year lifespan that can result in decreased 

dryer downtime and refill cost savings of up to 40 percent.” 

Sorbead Air adsorbents are hard, spherical beads of alumino-silicate gel that resist 

abrasion. Due to the beads’ large surface area and pore volume, which increases 

adsorption capacity, Sorbead Air offers higher water uptake at varying levels of 

humidity than other products in the market. As an additional benefit it also requires 

lower temperatures during regeneration. 

“Choosing Sorbead Air over other adsorbents can save customers up to 8.5 kWh 

per hour and more than 20 percent of the total cost to run the compressed air 

systems necessary for their operations,” said Brian Houston, Global Business 
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Director, BASF Adsorbent Solutions. “Sorbead Air is another great example of how 

BASF strives to develop tailored, sustainable solutions that deliver additional value 

to our customers.” 

 

Receive the latest press releases from BASF via WhatsApp on your smartphone or tablet. 

Register for our news service at basf.com/whatsapp-news. 

 

About BASF’s Catalysts Division 

BASF’s Catalysts division is the world’s leading supplier of environmental and process catalysts. The 

group offers exceptional expertise in the development of technologies that protect the air we breathe, 

produce the fuels that power our world and ensure efficient production of a wide variety of chemicals, 

plastics and other products, including advanced battery materials. By leveraging our industry-leading 

R&D platforms, passion for innovation and deep knowledge of precious and base metals, BASF’s 

Catalysts division develops unique, proprietary solutions that drive customer success. Further 

information on BASF’s Catalysts division is available on the Internet at 

http://www.catalysts.basf.com.  

About BASF  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 

Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of 

€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London 

(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 
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