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News Release P340/18e  
October 16, 2018 

Regulatory approval process for the intended acquisition 
of Solvay’s polyamide business moves forward 

 BASF offered commitments to meet concerns of the EU Commission 

 Transaction to complement BASF’s engineering plastics portfolio and 
ensure backward integration into key raw materials 

In September 2017, BASF and Solvay agreed that BASF would acquire Solvay’s 

polyamide business subject to approval of the relevant merger control authorities. 

The approval process of the EU Commission is ongoing. To meet the concerns of 

the EU Commission, BASF has offered to refrain from acquiring certain parts of 

Solvay’s European polyamide business including innovation capabilities and 

manufacturing assets of Solvay’s intermediate and engineering plastics business. 

The EU Commission is now examining this offer and submitting it for market testing 

before completing its review procedure. 

By complementing the engineering plastics portfolio, enhancing the access to key 

growth markets in Asia and South America as well as strengthening the value chain 

through backward integration into key raw materials such as ADN (adipodinitrile), 

BASF would still achieve its key strategic objectives. 

BASF will continue to work closely with the EU Commission which is expected to 

make a decision in early 2019. As of now, the transaction has obtained merger 

clearance from eight of ten jurisdictions globally. 
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About BASF  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The more than 115,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into five segments: Chemicals, Performance Products, 

Functional Materials & Solutions, Agricultural Solutions and Oil & Gas. BASF generated sales of 

€64.5 billion in 2017. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchanges in Frankfurt (BAS), London 

(BFA) and Zurich (BAS). Further information at www.basf.com. 

Forward-looking statements and forecasts 

This release contains forward-looking statements. These statements are based on current estimates 

and projections of the Board of Executive Directors and currently available information. Forward-

looking statements are not guarantees of the future developments and results outlined therein. These 

are dependent on a number of factors; they involve various risks and uncertainties; and they are 

based on assumptions that may not prove to be accurate. BASF does not assume any obligation to 

update the forward-looking statements contained in this release above and beyond the legal 

requirements. 
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