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News Release P395/19e  

November 13, 2019 

Markus Heldt receives Crop Science Award for Lifetime 

Achievement  

◼ Former president of BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division honored for 
achievements in almost 40 years in the agricultural industry  

◼ The award recognizes exceptional individuals with a consistent history of 
service above and beyond the call of duty 

London, UK – Markus Heldt, former president of BASF’s Agricultural Solutions 

division, received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 2019 Agribusiness 

Intelligence Crop Science Awards held in London on November 12. Heldt was 

honored for his achievements in the agricultural industry after a career spanning 

almost 40 years. The award recognizes exceptional individuals with a consistent 

history of service above and beyond the call of duty.  

“It is a great honor to receive this award. I love this dynamic, ever-changing industry 

which has a powerful impact on everyone’s lives. If we are talking about agricultural 

achievements, then mine are tiny compared to what farmers achieve every day. 

Therefore, I want to dedicate this award to the lifetime achievement of farmers 

around the globe for doing the biggest job on earth,” said Markus Heldt. 

The life of Markus Heldt has been defined by agriculture. He grew up on a small 

family farm in Germany. Working for BASF since 2000, he shaped the agricultural 

industry on all continents. During his career, he served as Group Vice President of 

the Agricultural Products and Fine Chemicals division in São Paulo, Latin America, 

and as Group Vice President for Crop Protection in North America in Research 

Triangle Park, North Carolina. For the last ten years, Heldt was President of BASF’s 
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Agricultural Solutions division, leading the acquisition of certain businesses and 

assets from Bayer in 2018 and making BASF a leading player in seeds and crop 

protection.  

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division 

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and 

maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural 

professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s 

why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and 

biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert 

teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth 

action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2018, our division 

generated sales of €6.2 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any 

of our social media channels. 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 122,000 employees in the 

BASF Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost 

every country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, 

Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF 

generated sales of around €63 billion in 2018. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in 

Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at 

www.basf.com. 

 

 

http://www.agriculture.basf.com/
http://www.agriculture.basf.com/
http://www.basf.com/
http://www.basf.com/

