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February 14, 2022 

BASF replaces plant for 2-Mercaptoethanol in Ludwigshafen  

A new BASF production plant for the intermediate 2-mercaptoethanol (2-ME) at the 

Ludwigshafen Verbund site started regular operations in the fourth quarter of 2021. 

After a trial run of several months, it replaces the previous plant at the Ludwigshafen 

site, which is being closed after more than 40 years of operation. The new plant is 

fully integrated into BASF's production Verbund and, with more than 10,000 metric 

tons of 2-ME per year, has the same production capacity as the previous plant. 2-

ME has proven its value in the production of plastics, crop protection products, 

oilfield chemicals (Basocorr® ME) and coatings. 

 

"The new plant will enable us to supply our customers all over the world with 2-

mercaptoethanol even more reliably. Our global logistics network, which our 

customers can further rely on, also contributes to this," says Frank Stein, head of 

the Regional Business Unit Europe in BASF's Intermediates division. 

 

Receive up-to-date news releases from BASF via push notification on your smartphone. 

Register for our news service at basf.com/pushnews. 

 

About BASF Intermediates 

The BASF Group’s Intermediates division develops, produces and markets a comprehensive 

portfolio of more than 600 intermediates around the world. Its most important product groups include 

amines, diols, polyalcohols, acids and specialties. Intermediates are for example used as precursors 

for coatings, plastics, pharmaceuticals, textiles, detergents and crop protectants. Innovative 

intermediates from BASF help to improve both the properties of final products and the efficiency of 
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production processes. The ISO 9001 certified Intermediates division operates plants at production 

sites in Europe, Asia and North America. Around the globe the division generated sales to third 

parties of about €2,6 billion in 2020. For more information, go to www.intermediates.basf.com 

 

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 110,000 employees in the BASF Group 

contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. 

Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface 

Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion in 

2020. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary 

Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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