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...concentrations of substances extracted from the Earth’s crust,

...concentrations of substances produced by society,

...degradation by physical means,

...people are not subject to conditions that systematically undermine their 

capacity to meet their needs.

In a sustainable society, nature is not subject to systematically increasing...

and, in that society...





http://www.thenaturalstep.org/chemicals


•

•

•

•

•

•







EU Commission Jan 2015

Chemicals are everywhere

Chemicals are an essential component of our daily lives, but some chemicals can severely damage 

our health or the environment. There is an increase in health problems that can be partially 

explained by the use of chemicals. Some man-made chemicals are found in the most remote places 

in the environment but also in our bodies.

Chemicals are everywhere. In the EU, we have comprehensive chemicals legislation, spearheaded 

by REACH and CLP, which aims to ensure a high level of protection of human health and the 

environment. Specific groups of chemicals, such as biocides, pesticides, pharmaceuticals or 

cosmetics, are covered by their own legislation. 

In addition, the European Commission is addressing the challenges posed by endocrine disruptors, 

chemicals that interfere with the hormone system causing adverse health effects.

Commission consults the public on criteria to identify Endocrine Disruptors

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/reach/reach_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/labelling/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/biocides/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/sectors/cosmetics/regulatory-framework/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/endocrine/index_en.htm


GreenPeace Jan 2015.

A Toxic-Free Future
Today, we live in a world filled with hazardous chemicals. These 'Little 

Monsters' have been unleashed into our lives and the lives of our children, 

polluting our rivers, entering our bodies and causing havoc from the 

factory to the high street, from the north pole to our own homes.

But the power to change this is in our hands - when we act together, 

anything is possible.

Together we can build a future where companies put people above profit, 

with laws that protect our environment and value our health. A world of 

innovation, opportunity and clean production. A toxic-free tomorrow we 

can be proud to leave to our future generations.







Example -Detox My Fashion
Since 2011 the Detox campaign has challenged some of the 
world's most popular clothing brands to eliminate all releases of 
hazardous chemicals.

Thanks to the action of over half a million designers, bloggers, 
fashion fans and activists twenty global fashion leaders, from 
adidas to Zara, have made a commitment to Detox their clothes. 
Many of these brands are now taking action - taking steps to 
create toxic-free fashion on behalf of their customers, the local 
communities and future generations.











NGOas launch online 

platform for public 

consultation on EDCs



Stockholm Resilience Center
Rockström et al, January 2015
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"There are no sustainable materials or products per se, just as there are 

no un-sustainable materials or products. There are only sustainable and 

un-sustainable management practices.”

Dr Karl-Henrik Robèrt, Founder of The Natural Step


