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June 6, 2022 

BASF light stabilizer increases the durability of pontoons used 

for aquaculture in China   

◼ Tinuvin® in plastic pontoons provides long-lasting protection against 
harsh weather conditions  

◼ Improved service life helps to save resources and reduce costs for fish 
farmers  

Hong Kong SAR, China – June 6, 2022 – BASF’s light stabilizer Tinuvin® has 

been applied by Fujian Atlantis Plastic Products Co. Ltd., a company specialized 

in the production and processing of plastic products for marine floats, to protect 

polypropylene (PP) pontoons used by fish farmers in Ningde, Fujian Province of 

China. 

Like all plastics, PP is susceptible to UV light and heat, which can result in color 

change, surface cracking, and ultimately, product failure. To make the pontoons 

resistant to intense sunlight, a light stabilizer such as Tinuvin is added to the 

polymer during manufacturing. Tinuvin protects the PP pontoons from the 

negative effects of prolonged exposure to UV light thereby improving its 

weatherability and extending its lifetime from 3 years to more than 5 years.  

“Strong, durable, and safe – these are qualities that should always come to mind 

when employing a plastic floatation system,” said Hermann Althoff, Senior Vice 

President, Performance Chemicals Asia Pacific, BASF. “Our UV stabilization 

products create a stress-crack-resistant platform that maintains the structural 

integrity of the plastic article for many years.”  
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Ningde in southeast China’s Fujian Province produces most of the country’s 

cultured seafood. Thousands of fish farmers, who have resided along this coastal 

area for decades have transformed this little fishing village into the epicenter of 

the yellow croaker industry – producing 75 percent of the nation’s total output in 

2019.  

In aquaculture, floating pontoons interconnected by plastic walkways act as 

enclosures to raise seafood like shrimp, oysters, and fish. While raising fish, 

crustaceans, and mollusks in landlocked ponds and fenced-in ocean pens has 

gone on for decades, what has changed is the traditional solution of low-end, 

low-cost applications for fish farmers. 

“Fish farmers are sensitive to cost, and previously used pontoons made of 

foamed plastics. These become brittle and prematurely break,” said Min Lin, 

General Manager of Fujian Atlantis. “By using Tinuvin, we could achieve a high-

quality, more durable pontoon that is not susceptible to breakage, chalking and 

fading even under extreme sunlight. This reduces costs for the fish farmer and 

enhances our reputation in the market. Furthermore, the pontoons can be 

recycled at the end of their service life which will reduce the volume of waste 

headed for landfills.” 

About BASF Plastic Additives 

BASF is a leading supplier, manufacturer, and innovation partner of plastic additives. Its 

comprehensive and innovative product portfolio includes additives which provide ease in 

processing, heat and light resistance to a variety of polymers and applications including molded 

articles, films, fibers, sheets and extruded profiles. The portfolio is constantly analyzed, assessed 

and actively improved towards solutions which make a larger contribution to sustainability. More 

information about plastic additives: www.plasticadditives.basf.com.  

BASF plastic additives is part of BASF’s Performance Chemicals division. The division’s portfolio 

also includes fuel and lubricant solutions, kaolin minerals, as well as oilfield chemicals and mining 

solutions. Customers from a variety of industries including Chemicals, Plastics, Consumer 

Goods, Energy & Resources and Automotive & Transportation benefit from our innovative 

solutions. To learn more, visit www.performancechemicals.basf.com.   

About BASF 

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. Around 111,000 employees in the BASF 

Group contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country 

in the world. Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, 
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Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of 

€78.6 billion in 2021. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as 

American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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