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News Release 

BASF introduces 100 female high school students to STEM careers  

GEISMAR, LA, December 4, 2019 – BASF recently sponsored Girl Powered – a 

hands-on workshop that introduced 100 ninth-grade female students from Ascension 

Parish’s four high schools to careers in science, technology, engineering and math 

(STEM). BASF brought the event to Ascension Parish through a partnership with the 

Robotics Education and Competition (REC) Foundation and VEX Robotics.  

“Diversity is a value we prioritize as we build the best teams at BASF,” said Jerry 

Lebold, Senior Vice President and General Manager of BASF’s site in Geismar, 

Louisiana. “We want these young students to know that not only do they have a place 

in manufacturing, but their perspectives are important to help us create chemistry for 

a sustainable future.” 

Participants in the workshop built robots, learned the basics of coding and heard from 

female BASF employees in a variety of STEM-related careers including engineers, 

operators and lab technicians. 

“The workforce of tomorrow is in our schools right now and BASF is a valued 

partner in our effort to develop the next generation workforce,” said Ascension 

Public Schools Superintendent David Alexander. “We are grateful for this 

opportunity for our students and hope it provides them opportunities to explore their 

own talents and interests that perhaps match the exciting careers available for their 

postsecondary pursuits.” 
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In addition to this event, BASF supports STEM education and robotics through a 

sponsorship and mentorship of the Ascension Parish’s high school and middle school 

robotics teams, which build and program robots for competitions throughout the state. 

 
 
About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 20,000 employees in North America and had 

sales of $19.7 billion in 2018. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com.  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. The approximately 122,000 employees in the BASF 

Group work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every 

country in the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial 

Solutions, Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of 

around €63 billion in 2018. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as 

American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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