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News Release 

BASF and commodity organizations award $20,000 in academic 

scholarships to emerging agriculture leaders 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC, March 12, 2020 – BASF, in partnership with 

industry-leading commodity associations, including the American Soybean 

Association (ASA), the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA), the National 

Sorghum Foundation (NSF) and the National Wheat Foundation (NWF), awarded 

academic scholarships to eight agriculture students who have shown outstanding 

enthusiasm and passion for the industry.  

American Soybean Association Soy Scholarship 

BASF and ASA awarded the 2020-2021 ASA Soy Scholarship to Emma Kuhns of 

Mason City, Iowa, who plans to attend the University of Illinois at Urbana–

Champaign. Kuhns will receive a $5,000 academic scholarship in recognition of her 

academic and leadership skills.  

“ASA is proud to partner with BASF and to invest in future agricultural leaders,” said 

ASA President Bill Gordon. “The Soy Scholarship helps to ensure the next generation 

of agricultural leaders have the training, education and skills needed to move the 

industry forward and we look forward to Emma’s future contributions and engagement.” 

 

mailto:odessa.hines@basf.com
http://www.basf.com/
https://soygrowers.com/
https://soygrowers.com/
http://www.ncga.com/home
https://sorghumgrowers.com/
https://sorghumgrowers.com/
https://wheatfoundation.org/


   

 

 

National Corn Growers Association Scholarships 

NCGA and BASF awarded the William C. Berg Excellence in Agriculture Scholarship 

to five aspiring agriculture students. The scholarship was created to honor William C. 

Berg, an Ohio farmer and retired postal worker who passed away in 2012.  

 

Five $1,000 scholarships were awarded to the following students:  

• Killiann George, a sophomore from New Port, Pennsylvania, majoring in 

agricultural and extension education at The Penn State University 

• Mardi Traskowsky, a senior from Herrington, Kansas, studying milling science 

and management and agricultural economics at Kansas State University 

• Abbey Schiefelbein, a sophomore from Kimball, Minnesota, studying food 

science at Kansas State University 

• Madeline Weninger, a junior from Buffalo, Minnesota, pursuing a degree in 

agricultural education and Spanish at South Dakota State University 

• Matthew Sperry, a junior from Bath, South Dakota, majoring in precision 

agriculture and agronomy at South Dakota State University 

National Sorghum Foundation – BASF Scholarship 

BASF and NSF presented $2,500 scholarships to Isabelle Stewart of Columbus, 

Nebraska, and Mardi Traskowsky of Herrington, Kansas. Stewart is a junior at the 

University of Nebraska majoring in agriculture education. Traskowsky will graduate 

this year with a degree in milling science and management and agricultural 

economics from Kansas State University.   

“Scholarship recipients were evaluated by the National Sorghum Foundation board 

members,” said Larry Lambright, chairman of NSF. “Isabelle and Mardi exhibit strong 

academic and leadership skills. The National Sorghum Foundation is appreciative of 

BASF and their ongoing sponsorship of this scholarship.”  



   

 

 

National Wheat Foundation Scholarships 

The National Wheat Foundation Jerry Minore Memorial Scholarship was named after 

Jerry Minore, a deceased BASF Senior Marketing Manager, to honor his advocacy 

efforts for wheat growers.  

This year, $2,500 scholarships were awarded to two talented students who exhibit a 

passion for agriculture:  

• Adrienne Blakey, a senior from Stillwater, Oklahoma, dual majoring in plant 

and soil sciences and agricultural communications at Oklahoma State 

University. 

• Mardi Traskowsky, a junior at Kansas State University, majoring in milling 

science and management and agricultural economics. 

“In their applications, both Adrienne and Mardi exemplified the true spirit of Jerry 

Minore and his love for agriculture and education,” said Wayne Hurst, Chairman of 

the National Wheat Foundation. “We expect both students to have bright and 

successful futures in their perspective fields.” 

BASF, ASA, NCGA, NSF and NWF are dedicated to supporting the next 

generation of agriculture leaders. For more information about the initiatives 

BASF supports, visit www.agriculture.basf.com. 

 

About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division 

With a rapidly growing population, the world is increasingly dependent on our ability to develop and 

maintain sustainable agriculture and healthy environments. Working with farmers, agricultural 

professionals, pest management experts and others, it is our role to help make this possible. That’s 

why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline and broad portfolio, including seeds and traits, chemical and 

biological crop protection, soil management, plant health, pest control and digital farming. With expert 

teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we connect innovative thinking and down-to-earth 

action to create real world ideas that work – for farmers, society and the planet. In 2019, our division 

generated sales of €7.8 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of 

our social media channels. 

About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 18,800 employees in North America and had 
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sales of $18.4 billion in 2019. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us.  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 117,000 employees in the BASF Group 

work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, 

Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion 

in 2019. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American 

Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 

https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
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