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News Release 

BASF donates $50,000 to the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank 

GEISMAR, LA, May 5, 2020 – BASF has donated $50,000 to the Greater Baton 

Rouge Food Bank, which has seen increased demand resulting from COVID-19. The 

donation also provides ongoing support to feed hungry students through the 

BackPack program in Ascension Parish.  

“The food bank is an important pillar in our community and has seen an increase in 

the number of people needing their help because of the coronavirus pandemic and 

economic impact,” said Jerry Lebold, Senior Vice President and General Manager of 

BASF’s site in Geismar. “We are doing our part to help with this immediate need, as 

well as continuing our support of the vital BackPack program to feed hungry children.” 

BASF’s annual support of the BackPack program provides more than 3,000 

backpacks of food to hungry students in Ascension Parish elementary schools each 

year.  This year, BASF has doubled its donation in support of the COVID-19 

response. 

“We are grateful to organizations like BASF that help us feed the food insecure in our 

community during this time,” said Mike Manning, President and CEO of the Greater 

Baton Rouge Food Bank. “Donations such as these help us meet the increased need 

we are seeing now as well as supplying those already relying on our services.” 

The donation to the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank to support COVID-19 response 

is part of a larger gift from BASF in North America totaling $365,000 to food banks 
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within the Feeding America network. Additionally, BASF will match employees’ 

individual contributions up to $500 per employee. 

For more information about BASF in Louisiana, visit www.basf.us/la. 

 

About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 18,800 employees in North America and had 

sales of $18.4 billion in 2019. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us.  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 117,000 employees in the BASF Group 

work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, 

Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion 

in 2019. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American 

Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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