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News Release 
BASF receives final trait approvals for Axant Flex Herbicide 
Tolerance Technology 

RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, NC, August 1, 2023 — BASF has received key 

import approvals for its newest cotton innovations, Axant™ Flex Herbicide Tolerance 

Technology and Axant Flex TwinLink® Plus Insect Control Technologies. This was the 

final step needed to support planting of Axant Flex Cotton in the U.S., both with and 

without TwinLink Plus1. The Axant Flex stacked trait has been bred into the best-in-

class germplasm that growers have come to trust from BASF brands, FiberMax® and 

Stoneville® cotton.  

A complete package for growers 

Axant Flex technologies provide a complete solution for cotton growers who want 

high yield potential, outstanding fiber quality and top-tier insect and weed control. 

“BASF’s commitment to breeding is bar none, and now cotton growers will no longer 

have to sacrifice fiber quality for weed control,” said Bryan Perry, BASF, Head of 

Seeds & Traits. “Our diverse germplasm pool provides the highest-quality fiber on the 

market, along with industry-leading yield performance, so growers can be confident 

that they have the most innovative tools needed for a successful season.” 

Next-level innovation with increased flexibility 

 

http://www.basf.com/
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• With Axant Flex technologies, BASF continues to provide BASF customers with 

more weed control options including tolerance to glyphosate, glufosinate and 

dicamba, as well as HPPD – pending regulatory approval. The HPPD mode of 

action – isoxaflutole – has not yet been approved for use on Axant Flex TwinLink 

Plus cotton by the U.S. EPA2. 

• XtendLink® technology will now enable both FiberMax and Stoneville cotton 

growers to spray over-the-top applications of Engenia® herbicide. This dicamba-

tolerant trait package provides an additional weed control option for the first 

time for FiberMax cotton growers. 

• Axant Flex cotton provides greater flexibility and choices in pre- or post-

emergent weed control programs and continued superior control of the toughest 

weeds from BASF like Liberty® herbicide. 

• In addition to flexible weed control, Axant Flex varieties are stacked with 

multiple native traits to protect against some of cotton growers’ toughest pests 

including: 

o Root knot nematode 

o Reniform nematode 

o Bacterial leaf blight 

To learn more about Axant Flex cotton or Axant Flex TwinLink Plus cotton, contact 

your local BASF representative or visit Axant-Flex.com. 

 
 
Alite 27 herbicide and Engenia herbicide are US EPA Restricted Use Pesticides.  
 
1Axant Flex technologies are not available for purchase in all areas.  Please contact your local BASF 

representative for more information. 

 
2Alite™ 27 herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 7969-433) is not registered for use on isoxaflutole-tolerant 

cotton nor available for sale for such use. Information on using Alite 27 herbicide on isoxaflutole-

tolerant cotton is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended to promote the sale of 

this product. Any sale of Alite 27 herbicide after registration is obtained for use on isoxaflutole-

tolerant cotton shall be based solely on the EPA-approved product label, and any claims regarding 

product safety and efficacy shall be addressed solely by the label. 

http://www.axant-flex.com/
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Alite 27 Herbicide, a US EPA Restricted-Use Pesticide, is currently labeled solely for weed control in 

GT27 or isoxaflutole-tolerant soybeans grown in select counties in certain states. This product is not 

labeled for use on isoxaflutole-tolerant cotton. 

  

After EPA approval of Alite 27 herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 7969-433) registration allowing use on 

isoxaflutole-tolerant cotton, Alite 27 herbicide may only be used on GT27 or isoxaflutole-tolerant 

soybean or isoxaflutole-tolerant cotton. Crops not containing a gene expressing an HPPD protein will 

not be tolerant to Alite 27 herbicide. 

 
 
Always read and follow label directions.  
Alite is a trademark and Engenia, FiberMax, Glytol, Liberty, LibertyLink, Stoneville and TwinLink are 

registered trademarks of BASF.  XtendLink is a trademark of Bayer. 

© 2023 BASF Corporation. All rights reserved. 
  

 
 
About BASF’s Agricultural Solutions division             
Farming is fundamental to provide enough healthy and affordable food for a rapidly growing population 

while reducing environmental impacts. Working with partners and agricultural experts and by 

integrating sustainability criteria into all business decisions, we help farmers to create a positive impact 

on sustainable agriculture. That’s why we invest in a strong R&D pipeline, connecting innovative 

thinking with practical action in the field. Our portfolio comprises seeds and specifically selected plant 

traits, chemical and biological crop protection, solutions for soil management, plant health, pest control 

and digital farming. With expert teams in the lab, field, office and in production, we strive to find the 

right balance for success – for farmers, agriculture and future generations. In 2022, our division 

generated sales of €10.3 billion. For more information, please visit www.agriculture.basf.com or any of 

our social media channels. 

 

About BASF 
BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has approximately 16,000 employees in North America and 

had sales of $25.7 billion in 2022. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us.  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 111,000 employees in the BASF Group 

contribute to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in the world. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/agriculture.basf.com/global/en.html__;!!JboVxjCXSME!NwJ5EwZNG5E_Ks9TlPW3IzlTnz3gTNB2T_cmmEWMu07RJHCjp0gRzaF3ZHz9_8XOAg30zmS887tu6R0COh3i3Q$
https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
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Our portfolio comprises six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, Surface Technologies, 

Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €87.3 billion in 2022. BASF shares 

are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in 

the United States. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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